
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE TO THE FLAG – Chairman Goldberg called the meeting to 
order at 6:30 p.m. in Assembly Chambers and led the pledge to the flag.  

2. ROLL CALL – Present: Chairman Rob Goldberg, Commissioners Lee Heinmiller, Andy 
Hedden, Robert Venables (called in), Heather Lende, and Don Turner III. Absent: Danny 
Gonce.  

Staff Present: Jan Hill/Mayor, David Sosa/Manager, and Tracy Cui/Planning and 
Zoning Technician III. 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Motion: Turner moved to “approve the agenda.” Lende seconded it. The motion carried 
unanimously.   

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 9, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion: Heinmiller moved to “approve the October 9, 2014 regular meeting minutes.” 
Hedden seconded it. The motion carried unanimously.  

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 

6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  - None  
7. STAFF REPORTS  

A. Planning & Zoning Staff Report 
Cui reported monthly land use permitting, enforcement orders, and updates on projects.  

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS  
A. Marnie Hartman – Appeal to Planning Commission  
Goldberg opened and closed the hearing at 6:37 p.m. 

Goldberg said the code was changed last year to avoid exactly this situation. A $250 
fine is now levied only for failure to get a building permit. It is to prevent people from 
building structures that do not get into the tax base. For all other violations of Title 18, 
people are sent a warning letter, and if the violation is not corrected they are levied a fine 
of $100. He said fining someone $250 for a sign violation is inappropriate.  
Cui said issuing commercial sign permits has been a “monitor” to keep track of 
commercial activities in town. If someone applies for a commercial sign permit, staff can 
check if the applicant has a valid business license and all applicable business 
registrations. If the commercial development proceeds absent a sign permit, then the 
business owner may avoid payment of sales tax.   
Motion: Venables moved to “confirm the manager’s decision requiring a $250 after-the-
fact fee issued to Marnie Hartman.” Lende seconded it. The motion failed unanimously. 
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The manager’s decision was overturned. The penalty fee was waived.  
B. Scott Sundberg – Lodging Conditional Use Permit Renewal  
Goldberg opened and closed the hearing at 6:54 p.m.  

Motion: Turner moved to “approve Sundberg’s conditional use proposal with the 
conditions that are stated in the letter from the Letnikof Homeowner’s Association.” 
Hedden seconded it. The motion carried unanimously.  

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None  

10. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Historic District/Building Review – None  
B. Haines Borough Code Amendments  

1. Temporary Residence in HBC 18.60.020(H) 
Cui said the draft ordinance needs to be revised. She pointed out three 
circumstances that should be considered. The commissioners discussed and 
agreed the first two listed circumstances need to be addressed. Cui said she will 
revise the draft ordinance and bring it back at the next regular meeting.  

2. Signage Ordinance in HBC 18.90 
The draft ordinance was discussed. However, the commissioners did not make 
specific recommendations. Manager Sosa said he would like to check the 
previous Assembly meeting minutes. He recalled the Assembly has provided 
some guidance associated with this ordinance.  

 C.  Project Updates – None 
D. Other New Business  

1. Classification of Borough Lands for Sale 
Lende and Turner volunteered to be the representatives to conduct the site visit 
with staff.  

2. Consideration of Installing Fences around the Playground by Senior Center 
Cui said she researched the records. The playground and senior center’s parking 
lot are currently within the Borough right-of-ways.  

The commission directed staff to conduct more research to verify this situation. If 
the right-of-ways are not vacated yet, the commission believes proper actions 
need to be taken to address this situation.  

3. Clarification of Permanent Foundation Definition 
The commission discussed and determined the foundation shown in the pictures 
meets the Borough code. The building is a permanent structure. If the potential 
buyer would like to live in the building, the water and sewer connections will be 
required.  

11. COMMISSION COMMENTS  
Heinmiller briefly reported on the Wetland Program Plan Steering Committee. This 
committee involves DFG, CIA, EPA, DEC, DNR, Haines Borough, etc. The goals are to 
assess wetland values and classify the wetlands with priority. 
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Lende asked if there are any stipulations in the Borough code to regulate the houses 
that have been burned down. Cui said she will look into it. 

Hedden said this is his last meeting. It has been a pleasure to serve on the Planning 
Commission.                                                                                         

12. CORRESPONDENCE – None  

13. SET MEETING DATES – The next regular Planning Commission meeting is scheduled 
for 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 18, 2014.  

14. ADJOURNMENT– 8:10 p.m.   
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